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REMARKS 

Claims I -23 are pending in the instant Application. Applicants appreciate 
the- allowance of (Maim 15. Claims 1,2, II, 12 and J 4 have been amended, 
(Maims 13, 21 and 22 cancelled and Claims 23-25 are submitted for consideration 
by Hie I examiner. Support for the new Claims can be found, for example, on Page 
7, Line 7 and Page 10, Lines 15-30 of the instant application. Applicants 
respectfully request reconsideration and allowance of the instant application. 

The rejection of Claims 2-10, 12 and 16-22 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chang ct. al (U.S. P.N* 6»36M38B 1 ) or Nakazato ct al, 
(U.S. P.N. 5,804,608), is respectfully traversed. Applicants reserve Ihe right to 
challenge Change as being prior art to the claimed invention. 

Neither Change nor Nakazato disclose an expandable composition 
comprising SBR and at least one member selected from the group consisting of 
poly butadiene- rubber, ethyl vinyl acetate, ethylene diene monomer and ethylcne- 
aerylie acid polymer. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that the applied 
references cannot establish a prima facie case of obviousness. 

The rejection of Claims 1-10 and 12-22 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious 
over Kozma ct al (U.S. Patent Nos. 6,262, 137B1 and 6,242,503B1) in view of 
t .'hang ct al. (ILS.KN. 6,368,4381*1 > or Nakazato ct al. (U.S.P.N. 5,804,608), is 
respectfully traversed. Applicants reserve the right to challenge Ko/.ma and 
Chang as being prior art to the claimed invention, 

Kozma fails to disclose an expandable material comprising styrene butadiene 
rubber. Ko/ma fails to disclose an automotive sealant that is self-retaining. 
Further, Kozma fails to disclose automotive sealants. While Kozma does disclose 
automotive "applications" (Col. ) , Line 28 of Kozma), it is reasonable to conclude 
that Kozma was referring to automotive cushions; not a sealant application. 

Moreover, Kozma fails to disclose a sealant have a defined configuration 
prior to expanding, Kozma discloses an expandable material in the form of beads, 
particles and sheets (e.g., ref to Col. 2, Lines 24-29, Col. 8, Lines 55-62 and Co), 
12, Lines 14-17 of Kozma). 

These deficiencies of Kozma are not remedied by the secondary references 
Chang et al or Nakazato. A skilled person in this art would lack any motivation to 
combine Ko/ma and Chang or Nakazato, and to substitute the base polymer 
utilized in Ko/ma for another polymer identified by Chang or Nakazato. The 
basts for combining these references is the disclosure of certain compounds in the 
secondary references. Mere disclosure is insufficient to motivate one to combine 
references and in turn selectively reformulate a desirable combination. Kxistcncc 
of ccxtain compounds, without more, cannot motivate one to combine references 
niwJ, once combined, to reformulate a composition in a manner not completed. 

Assuming arguendo that there was some motivation to combine the applied 
references, the disclosure of Chang and Nakazato Chang and Nakazato contain lite 
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deficiencies discussed above. For these reasons, Applicants respectfully submit 
dial Ko/ma vviih Chang or Nakazalo Tail lo render the claimed invention obvious 
and, accordingly, request withdrawal of this rejection. 

Applicants hclicvc (hat the Amendment overcomes the rejections under 35 
ILS.C. 1 12 and 10 1. Applicants request withdrawal of these rejections. 

Applicants believe Lhal the pending claims define patentable subject matter 
and respectfully request issuance of a Notice of Allowability for the instant 
application. Should there any other fee clue in connection with the instant 
application, please charge the same to Deposit Account No. 15-0680 (Orschcln 
Management Co.). Should lhu Kxuminer deem lhal any further action on the part 
of Applicants would advance prosecution of this application, the fixamincr is 
invited to telephone Applicants* attorney, 



Atlorncy for Applip^ms 
USJVr.O. Reg tft<33085 


lei: 660 269-4536 
fax: 660 269-4530 


cm ail: mbi >y er Mir sohe I o.cn m 


Iincl.: Certificate of Facsimile Transmission Dated: July 05, 2002 
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Version With Markings To Show Changes Made 

Please amend Claims 1,2, 11, 12 and 14 as follows: 

1 (Three Times Amended). An jinjeclion molded uncxpanded] ex pandable 
composition comprising a combination comprising at least one base polymer 
comprising M least one malcic anhydride modified copolymer of ethylene, at least 
one expansion agent, ai least one hydrocarbon resin, u\ l?nst on e member selected 
Iff >nj J ho group consisting of polyh utadi cne rubber, ethyl vinyl acetate, ethylene 
dienp. mono mer and eihylen c-acrylic acid polymer; and at least one curing agent[, 
wherein the composition comprises a self-retaining automotive sealant and said 
sealant has a predetermined three dimensional shape and wherein a portion of said 
sealant retains said sealant at a predetermined location with respect to an 
automotive member to be scaled J. 


2< Three Times Amended). A|n injection molded] composition comprising 
a combination comprising at least one copolymer base polymer comprising slyrene 
butadiene rubber, al least one expansion agent, at least one hydrocarbon resin, at 
least one nieuiber.selectecnVprn the group consisting of polyb utadicne rubber, 
ethyl vinyl acetat e, ethylene die ne mon o mer and ethvlcnc-acrylic acid polymer 
(and al leas! one curing agent wherein said composition is substantially free of 


innomcric compounds]* 


03 


> 

I [(Amended). A|n] self T ret;iiujng, injeet ion molded expandable 
(composition substantially having the configuration illustrated in any one of ^ 
Inures I through 6| sealant comprising a compressible protuberance dimensioned for O 

o 

inscrijoujnio tofajscalcd and at least twpjpjctcnsipns that^ least «y 

0 j^pitipn of nil exjeripr sut face o[ the member t o be sc aled, 
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!2(Three Times Amended*. Aj u injection molded] heat expandable 
c-(»m]x>shion comprising a combination comprising at least one base polymer 
comprising slyrene butadiene rubber* at least one supplemental polymer 
cqmprisjiig elbyl vin yl acetate , ai least one expansion agent, at least one catalyst 
and ;it least one filler [and wherein Koicl composition is self-retaining]. 

14( Amended). [Use of the composition of Claim 1 as tin automotive 
sea lam} A meth od for s ealing comp rising: 

providing a sealant having a thre e-dimensional confi guration that defines at 
lo<isl one protub erance, at leas t one opening an d at least two extension s, 

J n press U> rj fi J lit \g at least a poi tion of sa id protube rance into a member to 
ho sealed wherein said at leastjwo extensi ons extend along aq exteri or of the 
L\UU.VLbpilUl j?SL sealed ; and, 

heari ng under condit ions sufficient ls> expa nd said sealant thereby providing 
a seal _and at least. parti al ly. en\beddui^ ( he member to be se aled in s aid sealant . 

Please cancel Claims I3 t 21 and 22 without prejudice or disclaimer to the subject 
matter recited therein. 

Mease add new Claims 23-25 as follows: ^ 

CO 
H 

• -21. The method of Claim 14 wherein said member to be sealed comprises 
ut leas* one automotive component. ^ 


24. The method of Claim 23 wherein said automotive component 
romprises at least one member selected from the group consisting of an A-pillar, 
B -pillar or C-pillar. 
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25. Tlitf method of Claim 23 wherein (he sealant comprises the 
composition of any one of Claims 1, 2 or 12.-- 
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